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LOCAL POLICE & FIRE SCRUTINY COMMITTEE – 4 FEBRUARY 2021
_______________________________________________________________________

	
	
	

	
	Local Police & Fire Scrutiny Committee
	

	
	
	

	
	Thursday 4 February 2021 at 3pm
	

	
	
	

	
	Present: Councillors Clocherty, Crowther, Curley, Jackson, MacLeod, J McEleny, McVey, Moran, Murphy, and Quinn.
	

	
	
	

	
	Chair: Councillor McVey presided.
	

	
	
	

	
	In attendance: Corporate Director Education, Communities & Organisational Development, Interim Head of Service, Public Protection and Covid Recovery, Head of Culture, Communities & Educational Resources, Service Manager, Community Learning & Development, Community Safety & Resilience and Sport, Mr I Hanley (Community Safety & Resilience), Ms R Dillon (Safer Communities), Ms A Sinclair (for Head of Legal & Property Services), Ms D Sweeney and Ms S Lang (Legal & Property Services), ICT Service Manager and Mr P Coulter (for Service Manager, Communications, Tourism and Health & Safety).
	

	
	
	

	
	In attendance also: Chief Superintendent D Duncan, Chief Inspector P Cameron and Detective Chief Inspector L Harvie (Police Scotland) and Local Senior Officer J McNeill and Group Manager D McCarrey (Scottish Fire & Rescue Service).
	

	
	
	

	
	The meeting was held by video-conference.
	

	
	
	

	
	Prior to the commencement of business, the Convener welcomed Chief Superintendent David Duncan, the newly appointed Divisional Commander, Chief Inspector Paul Cameron, the newly appointed Local Area Commander and Detective Chief Inspector Louise Harvie, author of the Police Scotland report on Child Sexual Exploitation and Human Trafficking, to the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	The following paragraphs are submitted for information only, having been dealt with under the powers delegated to the Board.
	

	
	
	

	55
	Apologies, Substitutions and Declarations of Interest
	55

	
	
	

	
	No apologies for absence or declarations of interest were intimated.
	

	
	
	

	56
	Police Scotland Performance Report
	56

	
	
	

	
	There was submitted a report on the performance and activities of Police Scotland during the reporting period 1 April to 30 November 2020.
	

	
	During the course of discussion on this item Chief Inspector Cameron advised that 30% of common assaults in Inverclyde have been against emergency workers and that he would strive to increase public awareness of this issue. He also provided an overview of how complaints made against the Police are processed and advised that Inverclyde now has its own ‘Cyber Kiosk’. Clarification was requested on the number of young people in Inverclyde who have been victims of sexual crimes, with reference made to the numbers contained within the report by Barnardo’s Scotland and the Scottish Children’s Reporter Administration ‘Sexual exploitation of children involved in the Children’s Hearing System’, and Chief Inspector Cameron confirmed that Police Scotland were reporting 18 sexual crimes against young people in the reporting period.
	

	
	Decided: that the information contained in the report be noted.
	

	
	
	

	57
	Scottish Fire and Rescue Service Performance Report
	57

	
	
	

	
	There was submitted a report on the performance and activities of Scottish Fire and Rescue Service during the reporting period 1 October 2020 to 31 December 2020.
	

	
	Councillor Curley joined the meeting during discussion on this item.
	

	
	Local Senior Officer McNeil advised that the refreshed Local Plan will be presented to the next meeting. 
	

	
	Decided: that the information contained in the report be noted.
	

	
	
	

	58
	Local Police & Fire Scrutiny Committee Update Report (February 2021)
	58

	
	
	

	
	There was submitted a report by the Corporate Director Education, Communities & Organisational Development providing an update on current and emerging issues relating to both Police and Fire & Rescue Services.
	

	
	Decided:
	

	
	(1) that the current and emerging national issues relating to Police and Fire & Rescue matters be noted;
	

	
	(2) that the content of the Independent Review of Complaints Handling, Investigations, and Misconduct Issues in Relation to Policing be noted and that a further update report be submitted following the meeting of the CoSLA Policy Scrutiny Conveners Forum; and
	

	
	(3) that the response to the Scottish Parliament’s Justice Sub-Committee on Policing – Police Scotland’s Use of Remote Piloted Aircraft Systems and Body Worn Video Cameras be approved.
	

	
	
	

	59
	Child Sexual Exploitation and Human Trafficking, Inverclyde
	59

	
	
	

	
	There was submitted a report by the Corporate Director Education, Communities & Organisational Development presenting a briefing paper from Police Scotland in respect of Child Sexual Exploitation and Human Trafficking in Inverclyde, as requested at the meeting on 19 November 2020.  Detective Chief Inspector Harvie, the author of the briefing paper, answered questions from Members.
	

	
	Decided: that the content of the Police Scotland briefing paper ‘Child Sexual Exploitation and Human Trafficking – Inverclyde’ be noted.
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